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DOCULIcMT  Ho.  «£02  1<t 

-Evidence  cf  NX  l6?7  Private  VHPTTJN  Cl  IVT  BALL • 

Vfcrdua  Clive  Ball,  being  duly  sworn  by  His  Honour,  states t 

S’7,  f UlQ4  ,EUrJ ^ 9  names  ranlc  and  vmit  aro  IK  1677  Private  Verdun  Clive 
Bail,  dth  fission  a*A.3.C.,  attached  to  2/21  Aust.  Infantry  Battalion. 
i.b  iiOMe  aacress  13  Cassell  Street,  Peak  Hill,  New  South  './ales, 

I  was  captured  on  3  February  1942  and  confined  in  Tan  Toey  came,  I 
.7as  released  on  1.0  September,  1943* 

?-,Sa’x.ihe  bashin-  of  the  1)11  tch  personnel  from  the  camp*  I  cannot 
identify  any  of  the  Japanese  guards  involved.  The  distance  from  the 
canp  *0  -cue  hill  where  the  beating  took  place  was  about  150  yards. 

away^lSer  "10  dld  ^  ba3hin£  '7ere  not  local  guards  and  were  taken 

f_ 22  °+®  °fJhe  23  Australians  who  were  beaten.  *7e  volunteered  the 
information  tnat  we  had  broken  canp,  A  certain  number  were  taken  from 

and.ed-at  of  the  reminder  volunteered  their  names.  He  were 
told  tne  punishment  would  be  lifter  if  we  did  this.  I  was  taken  to 
tne  suae  Japanese  Headquarters  on  the  hill  outside  the  canrn.  ,/e  went 
before  a  Japanese  Island  Commander,  Capt.  Handor,  who  asked  us  cuestion 

ir  fiontailo?\tfIpret!r*  lTLthe  TOOm  7,8  v/erG  bashed  •vith  Pick  handles 
"Horseface^o  ^  CaptQ111°  0118  of  the  bashed  rae  was  niclcnamed 

After  we  had  been  beaten  in  the  room  we  were  taken  outside  and  tied 
a  r°^.V/ith  one  hand  ia  £r°rt  and  one  behind,  ,/hilst  I 

21  ?  *  SQ'7  r>uachi  COKe  ou*  and  belt  one  of  the  Australians  who 

22  ^2+12  2  VG  arrived  v/ith  a  handle «  He  had  a  broken  am  and 
was  belted  all  over  the  back* 

afcou?  SSf  T la  “2  **  tie<;  u»  tor  the  Tiiis  occurred 

cteL  to  ha?  ?•  aroun?,a  troe  ia  •  ri”G.  a  complete 

bS- S»inL  ?4  ?  StW  t;‘er°  011  niSlt  «*  »•»  ~t  aliened  to  lean 
Ito'  SS  Sin-  Thfl  ?  aaiced  for  rater  iadivldunl  guards  vrould 

222  a  criuk .  „e  aid  not  get  any  food  until  the  next  morning,  -hen 
the  usual  ration  of  rice  was  brought  up  from  the  canp. 


Next  day  I  was  again  bashed }  this  was  the  heaviest  beat  in-  of  then  all 
Tne  Japanese  guards  beat  us  with  pick  handles  end  pieces^  bowSr 
ffs.  I  was  hit  mostly  from  the  small  of  the  back  do;m  to  the  Sees 

b/sinht  ‘“vSv16  11311X8  °?  thG  ^  iuvolved  but  1  could  identify  them" 
b^aJf?t9  rT  y  ,7ere  regular  prison  guards  at  the  tine  but  were  later 

/  W  nt  3^  Saf 111  0:1  A!b°a  ISlandj  ^  b8  a  lot  mc^bTl 

/ 
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irfao-dod  ™  1  ®  a  truck-  come  up.  Tea  » 

were  lo^aea  on  to  tne  truck  and  one  into  a  motor  car.  He  was 

comp  eteiy  unconsci  ous  end  may  Have  been  dead.  I  do  not  know  what 

"*?,  *  Headquarters 

rSztTt  xr 

The  Japanese  guards  put  lighted  cigarettes  on  the  back  of  mv  npr’- 

isss.  -s  -«-•£ 

thS"  ?SJ7,  "7  “  "hea  1  «“  T”***  received  uorse 

luasput  lnTv.^7  7  lay  dotm  an3  n*re  kicked  end  tied  up. 
i  as  put  in  hospital  as  a  result  of  the  be«+in~  ii„+  +-,Q  T  1 

sent  dorm  word  that  I  was  not  *o  ho  v  7  ^edtlilo  but  tne  Japanese 

^  rz\i°£  t  t;wn 

after  I  has  just  ablo^o  ce/aTrt3 by  sl-ifni^0  SateU.7fh3 
dcSS  ?\  atreugth.  X  did  lijjt  work  and  TO^ordtefby  ihe 

rrtr^^r-  1  «* • 

J2S&  M-  «*• 

lrTl~  SS  V?  -^“Lt^tche, 

SSuT^'P^.  ~ 

of  "tiinss  on  1311©  Hear)  r?*54-i*»  a  1 4  1 4.  .  .  ,  *  Hu  iii  .i  ©  couple 

Of  times  so  that  the  othW  ^a.4  coSd1>ifh^eh%%%-  C°Uple 
was  also  present,.  *  u°re*  -'/c  "eLnura 

SoSn  «1Lnv»ttuf  If  fotIlal,ale:-  T™  *<*  7dl«  -« 

knooked  unconscious  too  ‘or  three  ti  es3  t°eu  77’  Ha  1,63 
wat er  over  him  -,-ir  w,..,  u  ,  ’es>  u“en  ^aG  Cornmndant  threw 

end,  he  ^s  Xeft  l7  ,  io  *  *“  ^ate„  aCain.  In  the 

Officer  tried  all  Spine  t!”!  r“?*cr  aSout  ^  «»  hour.  Cur 
taken  amy  to  hospital  on  a  stretcher”  P7nav  7  eventually  he  aas 
He  lost  the  use  of  his  le-s  and  ao„]’#  78  1*3VCi’  recovored  properly* 
Eventually,  he  died.  °  Ul"  °llly  ju3t  ®*  ab°^. 

Not  many  of  the  Australians  who  were  beaten  loat  +’,*  , 
aeSe  as  nuch  as  I  did,  those  nho  Here  fat  dwlfsuf^  fo 
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/  but  the  thin  ones  did*  I jy  normal  weight  is  10  stone  7  lbs* ,  but 
my  weight  when  I  came  out  of  camp  was  about  9  stone.  I  was  down  tc 
about  8  stone  7  lbs*  at  one  time* 

Up  till  one  year  ago  the  food  was  reasonable!  you  could  live  on  it* 
During  the  last  year,  however,  from  August  until  the  end  of  the  war 
the  rations  we re  about  4  ounces  of  rice  per  day  and  a  small  issue  c 
rotten  potatoes  that  no-one  else  could  eat* 

It  was  a  regular  thing  for  someone  to  be  beaten  every  morning,  or 
jumped  on  or  kicked,  Ve  were  beaten  for  not  being  able  to  get  abou 
quickly  or  for  being  a  bit  late  in  coming  out  of  our  hutS|  it  was 
generally  for  very  paltry  things*  Ikiuchi  was  the  main  one  who 
beat  them  on  sores  or  ulcers0  He  hit  Major  \7estley  one  day  on  an 
/  ulcer  for  being  late  on  parade. 


I  certify  that  the  above  evidence  is  true  and  correct* 


Taken  and  sworn  before  me  at  Morotai  ) 

) 

on  this  25th  day  of  September  1945  ) 

)  V.C,  BALL 
A,  Mansfield  ) 

) 

Canmissioner  ) 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/dQc/9396af/ 


